AFTER   EVEREST
true to say that no respectable woman would attend as an
in-patient except in a private ward. Together with the
building of the X-ray department we therefore embarked
on a scheme to build a completely new women's hospital,
with a wall around it, at the south-west corner of the
compound.
It was then that I discovered that another item in the
equipment of the medical missionary is a knowledge of the
architect's job. Together we designed two substantial
buildings which have developed into a complete women's
hospital with two labour rooms, labour ward, large ward
for medical patients, general surgical ward upstairs, and
three isolation wards for septic or infectious cases. All
this, with a number of small kitchens for the use of patients
who prefer (for caste or other reasons) to cook their own
food, is surrounded by a wall and provided with a gate
which is only open to men for two hours in the middle of
the day. The total cost, with accommodation for fifty
beds, has been less than £2,000. One-third of this sum
was provided by the funds of an embroidery industry for
the women of Trivandrum, run by Mrs. Arthur Parker,
the wife of the L.M.S. missionary in that city. Labour is
so cheap, and good stone so plentiful, in Travancore, that
a pound goes about as far out there (in providing hospital
•buildings) as £15 would go in Britain. It is of interest to
note that the total cost of Neyyoor Hospital buildings,
with 180 beds, X-ray and electric-light plant, pathology
laboratory, offices, dispensaries, stores and everything else,
has been approximately £5,000. This does not include
•equipment; but a hospital in England of similar accommo-
dation would now cost nearly £100,000 to construct.
The first year of my life in India was necessarily some-
•what unsettled. The Everest Expedition of 1924 was to
start in February, and I had hardly settled down to the
life of Neyyoor before having to leave for Darjeeling on
.a five-months' holiday to Everest. In the intervening
•months I learned that, putting aside professional and
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